
 Lake Louise Letters 

The Versal Letter - Convention to Invention 

with Peter Thornton and Sherri Thornton - October 20-26 

     Once upon a time, in a land far,far 
away (OK, technically it was the 
Mosaic Calligraphy Conference in 
1992, but that doesn’t sound as 
romantic), an idea was born; to hold a 
workshop each autumn in a beautiful 
and peaceful location in northern 
Michigan. Thus began what was then 
called, Lake Louise Letters, the 
brainchild of Peter Thornton, Sherri 
Kiessel (now Thornton) and Millie 
Janka. Over the years, they, not to 
mention a number of outstanding 
calligraphic instructors, taught a variety 
of subjects each October at Lake 
Louise Retreat Center in Boyne Falls. 
Years passed and life brought 
changes, eventually taking Peter and 
Sherri to the mountains of Tennessee. 
The fall retreats continued to happen 
but it was never quite the same as 
those early years.
    It is with great pleasure that after a 
very long wait that we announce a 
special Lake Louise reunion workshop 
with Peter Thornton and Sherri 
Thornton from October 20-26, 2019. 

From: Kimberly Dixon dixondesigns@charter.net
Subject: Pic

Date: June 2, 2019 at 4:34 PM
To: Karen Vosburg kenzi73@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone

This is a two day workshop, 
Monday and Tuesday. The 
remainder of the week is yours to 
do with as you wish, in the large 
and spacious workroom, 
accessible 24/7 for night owls 
and early risers.  
Rooms feature twin beds and a 
vanity sink, with centrally located 
bathrooms equipped with 
showers. 



 

This two-day workshop will begin with a gentle introduction to the 12th-13th century decorative versal capital letter
—first used as a functional and beautiful ′signpost to the reader′ to signify the beginning of important text or 
sections of text found within the pages of medieval bibles, etc,— with a progression into the innovative and 
contemporary modern variants Peter has been exploring and spending ′countless hours on’* in his studio. 
(*Sherri’s observation).  

Day 1 
We shall begin the first day working with the ′historical′ and conventional versal letter to give us an understanding 
of the underlying form and construction of these ornamental letters—first in pencil before moving on to drawing 
with pen and ink. There will be many short and helpful exercises throughout to show why this major capital and 
colorful letter’s use spanned a period of over 500 years. 

Day 2 
Our second day will focus on producing a more contemporary versal letter that better suits our current needs and 
desire for inventiveness and innovation. Making changes to the basic strokes and serifs, including the weight and 
width of the forms (allowing for breaking up the shapes with the introduction of color and decorative shapes and 
line), we shall immediately alter the ′flavour′ and charm from the conventional decorative capital to one that both 
delights the eye and mind simply by breaking the pattern of our expectation. 

Sherri’s time with the group will be spent on instruction in color palette choices, successful color combinations and 
a focus on how to add color with successful blending and gradation techniques for an enjoyable and skillful 
application of watercolor to our versal letters. 

Wednesday thru Saturday noon is open studio to do with as you wish, with free time to continue with work from 
our previous two days, your own projects or just getting outside to enjoy northern Michigan’s autumn splendor. 

Registration 
Name ________________________________________________ Phone _______________________________ 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  
Semi-private room $595 (deposit $300 due on or after Monday, Aug. 26) ________ 
Roommate preference (if no, one will be assigned) ________________________________________________ 
Private room $795 (deposit $400 due on or after Monday, Aug. 26) ________ 
Due to the special nature of the workshop, registrations with your deposit must be postmarked Monday, 
August 26 or after. 

Please mail registration and deposit to Karen Vosburg / 320 Lake St. / Kalamazoo, MI 49001. 
Direct any questions or concerns to via email or text at 269.217.5209.


